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| CHAPTER XVIII.
. "BCTRIMMAGE" IN WHICH T. PLAY

THE PART OF FOOTBALL.
Tha lights once switched off, I felt

that there was not a moment to lose
lf I wished to be on the spot to g«t
first anatch at the bag when lt was
tossed through the window.
Walking quietly out, I worked my

aray unobtrusively to the gate which
closed the passage leading to the yard
at the back of the hall. Fortunately
for me, the hubbub inside the building.
and the sudden putting out of the
lighta. had servcd to distract the at¬
tention of the loungers inside the rall-
fngs and of the crowd outside, so I
was able to open the gate and to slip
through unobserved. Closing it sl-

"i.ET ME GO. YOU DOTAHDI"

lenUy after me, I hurried along the
passage, but before I had gone a dozen
paces I came upon some one walking
alowly ln the same direction, whom,
when he turned on hearing my foot-
ateps. I found to my dismay to be the
old care-taker.
"Where are you going, young man?"

he lnquired gruffiy.
Perhaps my momentary hesitation In

aearch of a plausible excuse aroused
his suspicion. for when I said that I
was only taking an airing, as the heat
of the hall had made me faint, bo an-
sworod. none too genially.
"Then you take a airin' somowhere

else. These ain't infirmary grounds.
and rl you fpol faint the best thing
you can do is to uip round to tbe Red
Cow and get two penny'orth of
brandy."
"Oh, I shall be all right in a mln-

trte, my friend, thank you," I said,
thinking it best to humor him. "I
don't carc to go out into tho stroot
for the present. it's too crowde.l; but
don*t you bother about me. I shall be
all right whon I've had a stroll round
ln tha alr for a few minutes;" and
witb that I esaayed to slip past him,
being impatient of this unlcoked-for
blndrance.

"Well. you can't stroll round here,"
he aald, barrlng the way with his bulky
figure. "We can't have no strangers
along this passage. It's private prop-
erty: so out you go and sharp."
Finding him thus obdurato, I did

what I ought to have done at first, and
alipped a coin.half a crown I
thought it was.into his hand. His
flngers closed upon it in an instant.

**I don't want to be dis?greeable
when a gentleman ain't foelinir quite
well," he began. "All the same."
Then he stopped disgusted. "Why, It
ednt arf a crown. lfa a penny.not
so much even as the price of a drink.
lf you think."

Just then I heard the bursting of the
bonub inside the hall. There was not
a moment to lose if I was to secure the
bag. so. determinlng to take by force
wahat had been refused me as a favor,
1 nudged my shoulder to the care-

taker s chcst and .'charged" him ln
the good oid iaahion ol tho looibaU
aaaaa
"Would you?" he shouted. "You

raaoaU 1 knew you were alter no
good)" and catching at my coal col-
4ar aa I was in the aet of passiug him,
he tried to swing me round, but, los-
lng hia balance, tell back heavily
on tha gravel, dragging me, sprawling
Bver his chest, on top of Lim. Aa we
waaut down. a man.it was evidently
Hubbock.carrying something in hia
hand darted round the corner, and
Jumptng lightly over the prostrate pair
of «*, passed through the gate, which
be nacged hehind him.

*BaBl aae go, you dotard!" I shouted

rahe care-taker. "Let me go before
striko you. I must follow that man

at all costa."
Tae oM fellow was a man of spirit.

Bacarithslanding his years, and held
tae so stoutly.I could not bring my-
eeat to strike him.that some seconds
paased before I could shake off hia
BBta>
Whea at last I managed to wrench

aayaelf free and leaped up to follow
Habbock. it waa only to find that I had
left the frying-pan for the fire.

Froaa the open door of the hall a
tmavying throng was now surglng like
dewfle votnited from the mouth of helL
Some of them must have heard the
meeeringlesa cry of "Stop him! stop.
thief!- with which the old care-taker
aahited my flying figure. All I know
la that for the seeond time that even-
tnoj I waa remlnded of my football
daya. only on this occasion it seemed
to me that I was the football and the
eenter of the serimmage. and that some
two doren of devils.mad for blood,
and pounding and bashing at me with
hands and sticks. as well as with feet.
were the players.
Tbe old man's meaningless cry of

"Stop, thief!" had led them, no doubt.
to suppose that I was the stealer of tho
mone/, and that, lf they were only
Qulck enough about it. they might se-

cnre the booty Tor themseTves.
It did not take loug to undecelve

them. for ln less than half a m'.nute I
hadn't as much as a rag to my back;
and I was allowcd to drag myself,
bleeding, breathless, naked, and
trembling ln every limb. to a corner,
where I lay foe'.lng as one might who
hnd been snatohod from tho ravenlng
Jaws of a pack of hungry wohes.

It was some days before I was suffl-
cicntly recoverod to journey to Tar-
borough to claim my share (if the
money and to hear how Number Two
had fared. 1 had telegraphed to say I
was Braarag by the three o'clock tratn,
and Hubbock was there with the trap I
to nioct me.
"Well, ls the money safe. Hubbock?"

I said, as we drove off from the sta-
Uod.
"Yes, sir. I took care of that Your

share is waiting for you all right
Rather ehenply carned. sir, wasn't it?"
"No," I answered. grulHy. "lt struck

me as rather dear. Where's your mas-
ter?"
"In bed. sir.what's left of h'm. And

a bad attaek, too."
"Attaek.what of?"
"A catching complaint, sir. You ap-

pear to have suffered from it, too.
universal brotherhood, the master calls
It What did you say, sir?"
But what I said about universal

brotherho.i is not flt for publication.

CHAPTER XIX.
FISTS ANO FIXGRR-NAILS AND IIOB-

NAIL, BOOTS.
i

Hubbock was quite right in observ-
Ing that Number Two had had a "bad
attaek." The poor man's face was
patched like an old eoat, he wore a
green shade over one eye, aud was sit-
ting up painfully in bed and as siiilly
bs a sawdust doll.
"How are you, Number Seven?" he

Baid with a feeble smile. "Excuse my
not getting up to receive you. I have
to move an arm or a leg all of a piece
like a pump-handle, aud even then I
wince and sometimes squeal aloud
with pain. How do I look, do you
think ?"
"Like a 6tuffed Guy Fawkes on a

barrow," would have been my answ er
had I felt called upon to adhere to the
truth. As it was. I answered cheerful-
ly that he was "looking a bit chippy,
but that a day or tw« would no dcubt
6et him on his legs."

"Set me on crutches you mean, don't
you?" he groancd. "Oh! what a maul-
Ing I've had! The voice of the peo¬
ple may be the voice of God, but how
about tho pcople's IMs and ftnKer-
nails and hob-nail boots? How did

¦ you pet on?"
"I should have 'ko! oa' well enouuh,"

I replied. ruclully. "if only I coold have
'got off.' But i oocida u Tta pawplo
saw me awltca. the ii*at aff, aad tw«
or three of th<^m .stroiled BB to inier-
view nie aitcr."'
"Ah!" hc said. trying to screw him¬

self round the better to see me, and
jgrinning hidcously. but whether from
pain or from gratiflcatlon at finding a
fellow-sufferer 1 could not say. "Ah!
BO you, too, have been interviewed by
the poople, have you? And how did
you fare at their hands?"

"It wasn't their hands I objected to
so much as their fect," I said. "Tcar-
lng one's clotues off one's back and
bashing at one's head with half-bricks
and stlcks may have been only their
playfulness. But when it came to
knocking a poor devil down and danc-
ing on his stomach, not to speak of
kicking him in the ribs, why, then I
begau to feel that there was such a
thing as having too much of the peo¬
ple."

"I believe you," he groaned. "There
ls such a thing, and I've had lt.Lord
knows. However, there's one consola-
tion. Wo did the devils out of their
£5,000, though I wouldn't go through
such an cxperience again fcr £">00,000.
Your share's in that wriling-desk on
the table there. You'll flnd a bunch
of keys in the top pocket of those
trousers hanging at the foot of the bed.

. The little key's the one. Open the desk
and take out the parcei with a big
'seven' upon it"

I obeyed, and found. a little to my
surprise, but greatly to my satisfao-
Uon, that he had not misied me.
There, sure eaough, was a parcei
marked "seven," coutaining no less a
sum than £1,000 iu gold and small
bank notes.
After I had expressed what he ap-

peared to cousider uunecessary thanks,
I asked him whether cur feliow con-
spirators. were "upstairs."

"No," he said fervently, "they're
gone. thank goodness. They were
restless to be off as soon as they had
pocketed the money; and as the hue
and cry about the murder in the shed
aas blown over, I let them go.one at
a time, of cours*. But talking of the
money, I must warn you, as I warned
them. not to let any one notlce your'ra
flush of cash, either by paying it into
a bank or by blueing it too promlnent-
ly. That sort of thing always arouses
6uspicion, and has U?d to the discovery
of many a crlme."
"Have they gone for good, then?"

I asked.

^
"More likely for bad," he iaughed-

"Crime. like poverty, brings one into
etrange eompany. How you, and, for
the matter of that, how I came to row
in such a galley I can't think. I don't
know anything about you personally,
Number Seven, for Number One. who
'put you up' for election to the council,
didn't take me into his confidence on
the subject; but I fancy, as I've said
to you before, that you were meant for
a gentleman."
Even had there been no note of in-

terrogation.as of one inviting confi¬
dence.in his voice, I shouid havo
taken the last part of his sentence lesa
as an involuntary compliment than as
an intentional "draw" to lead me to
talk about myself. Piqued apparently
by my non-committal roply of "You're

Very Vind." he changed the conversa-
tion abrnptly.
"A Baeetlng of the council is to be

held here to-dny wopk at five ln tbe
afternoon. Intil then I need not bur-
den you with my company. as I have
nethlng further to dlscuss. If youcboose to reaaalfl here until then as my
gu"st. you are at liberty to do so. Or
you are at rfberty to go. Which ls it
to be.BtajT or go?"
Tnder the circumstances I felt that

it had better be "go." and said so.
"Quite so." he assented curtly. "The

focial attractions of Hea'h BBttaBja are
not, I am aw.-ire. great, especially when
the host is laid on his back. To-day
week. then. we shall have the honor
of weleoming you again. If you wii!
come down by the same afternoon
train, Hubbock will meet yon with th^
trap. The time and ronte by w-'iidi
the other two are romin? have been
.TTraBBBfL I wish you BBBBdy recovery
from your hurts. Qood-day!"

"I wi?h yon the same," I said, and
so we partcd.

CHAPTER XX.
TITE BfTJSTCAL BOX THAT PT.AVED
two vi:uv ihkkkrknt TUHS&
Number Two was sufflciently recov-

ered to preside at the reassembling of
the syndicate. After greetings had
been exehanged and inquiries had been
made in regard to his health, be came
to the point without further delay.
"Our newly-elected councillor, Mr.

Hu'^oek. who celebrated his advent
to the council by successfully accom-
plishing the carrying off of the money
arhlcta had been seut from Germany to
faraiaa sinews of war for the dock
strike. is apparently not content with
that exploit. but is burning to distin-
guish himself still further in the serv-
ice of the council. He has communi-
eatad to me a projeet which 1 h:ue
promisod him to put briefly before you,
lt is, aa you kaow, most necessary that
we shoubl Unnraaa our numerous sub-
Beribera in thia country and in America
with our anivity. I'nless we keep our-
selves well before them and before the
public. subscriptions will assuredly
fail off. Nothing has been done for
some time in the way of striklng a
blow at ihe monarchy or at the aris-
tocraey, or at any of the other figure-
BBBata which we set up before our own
particular public.just as a showman
scts tip the evcr-familiar figure of
Aunt Sally at country fairs.in order
that the public in question may dump
down money for shying Bl it. The pub¬
lic dearly loves some sort of Aunt
Sally io shy at. and in a general way
the Aunt BalHaa are not very much the
worse. But a wise showman who
wishes to keep the coin coming in,
humors his public, and takaa care that
every now and then one of the many
cudgels that are thrown shall catch
the old lady full in the face. and per-
aapa baaa her (eatarea aa araU as braali
the pipe in her mouth. That makes

j the throwors hel that they are getting
Isomething for the money, and it keeiis
j the coin coming in.

"Well. we've had two tries at the
popular 'Aunt Sallie.s' latrly, and each
time we have Botaaad The first time
was when BB tricd to blow up that
best-hated tvan in Kn-.land. Lord Cran-
thorpe, and tbe seeond \v:is the lailure
of our jubilee programinc for boisting
taa auaaa aad taa royal family sky
high. It wasn't our fault ih.u we
failed. We know now. though we didn't
then, that our l'ailures were due to
treachery, and if any pttMf were need-
ed that it was so, it is, I think, to be
found in the fact that the very first
entcrprisc we undcrtake. after we have
rld ourselvcs of the traitor, turns out
a complete succcss. If that female
Judas who pulled the Iinch-pin out of
our plans for the blowlng up of Lord
Cranthorpe's place and for oelebrat-
Ing the jubilee on quite another way
than her majesty intended. had been
a member of this council when we
planned to lay hands upon tlie £5.000
that was sent to the strikers by Ger¬
many. if she had been a member of the
council and ln our secrets, the money
would not be ln our pockets to-day."
Number Two paused for brealh, and

a murmur of unmlstakabie approva!
and applause hummed through the
room.

"Well, my friends," he went on,
"Hubbock has devised a plan for re-
trieving the failure at Lord Cran¬
thorpe's and the lailure at the jubilee.
Here it is.
"Some years ago Hubbock was chef

at the Ishmael club. Have any of you
ever been there? No? Then tho Ish¬
mael club, you must understand, is a
coterie of travelers, actors, artists,
authors, journalists, musuians and so

on, who pride themselves on being Bo-
hemians. They are popularly BBBBBBBd
to be in revolt against convcntionality
of every sort, and in suburban and
provincial society a meinber of the
Ishmael club is looKcd upon as a dre.ul-
ful upseticr of the order ot things and
as one who BBBBdfl for all thai is :id-
vanced' in thought and manners aad
morals.
"As a matter of fact the members of

the Ishmael club.'Brother Ishmael-
ites,' as they call themselves.are just

| as sober and solvent a set of respeet-
able, law-abiding. custom-following
taxpayers and citizens as you will find
outside the precincts of the clubs of
actual fogeydom. It ls true that the
original members who founded the
Ishmael club some 50 years ago were
a Bohemian harum-scarum lot, but the
club as it now stands is simply living
on its past tradition aud repntation.
The present members do their best to
delude themselves and the public into
the belief that they are a dare-devil
crew, and they take their club and
themselves so seriously that I verily
believe most of them are persuaded
that no four walls ln the world con-
tain such a gathering of sad dogs as is
to be seen in the dining-room of the
Ishmael on their 'house dinner' night.
They stick their heads, like so many
ostriches, into the sandu of the past,
and refuse to see that the old order
changeth and that the members of the
Ishmael are Ishmaelites no longer. All
that, however, doe.sn't concern us. If
they like to play at Tom and Jerry,
they are quite welcome to do it, and if
they can ma; e believe so well as to
persnadfl themselves that they are the
original an;! only Toms and Jerrics,
why, let >..; in lleiwn's name. and be
hanged to 'em'. Our inrcreu in them
doesn't hlnge on that; bm there is one
custom of their- that has been handed

l'ltlDK THaTTaaBaaLVKB ON BK1NO UO-
HEM1ANS.

6h from what Mr. TTubkock calls 'time
Immoral' wliich does cor.eem us and
which I must describe to you.
"One of their ruies.a very excellent

one.is that of "no long speeches.' Ten
minutes is the maxiraum of time which
is allovved to any man, guest or mem¬
ber, prime minister or para;:rapher,
and to keep this golden rule invlolate
the origii ;.! Ishmaelltea iniiiated a cus-
tom which is still religiously followcd.
At every meeting of the club there is
placed on the table in front of the
chairman a little metal cube about the
size of a pint-pot When any one
rises to speak. the chairman presses
a spring at the top of the cube which
sets an iriside iiiece of mechanism in
motion. This piece of mechanism is
timed to run for cxaotly ton minutes.
aad if by that time the apeaker
not flaJabad and the chairman has
not reversed the action. a bell strikes,
at the sound of which the speaker!
whoever he may be, must sit down.
lt 13 a rula that might with advantage
be introduced into other institutions.
To be interrupted or called to order
by a member of one's audience.even
by one's chairman.is not pleasant
But no one. no matter how touchy,
can acoept a pull up from an Irre-
sponsible piece of dead mechanism
other than good-humoredly.
"Bdt what aaa f*l this to do with

us, you say. Well, l'm coming to it
The 1$1b of next month la to be a
ficld day with the Ishmaclites, and
they have sucveeded in BObbliag the
prince of Wales as their guest. And
who do you think is to be the chair¬
man? A gentleman who has been
honored with a considerable aruount
Of atteniion from the syndicate al-
ready.ao less a personage than our
friend Lord Cranthorpe. Gentlomen,
wouldn't it be temptin;- I'rovidence,
who bas, so to speak, delivcrod these
two men into our hands, to let slip
r.uch an opportunity of retrieving tho
failure which attended our prevlous
aCenipt on the life of Lord Cranthorpe
and the royal family? The idca is not
mine, but our excellent friend Hub-
hock's: but I am bound to OOBfaaO that
if he succeeds, as he bclicves he can,
in effecting the assassination of the
prinr e and of I^ord Cranthorpe at one
strnke, he will bave struck a blow at
tho poaraCB that be, the powers with
which *e are at enmity, that would
imineasurably encourage the anarchist
aptlit which it is so much to our iuter¬
est to foster, and that will bring in
the subscriptions as nothing else w«
have attempted lately has done."
"How is it to be managed?" 1 asked;

"and who's to do lt?"
"Hubbock ouers to take tbe sole ro-

epousibiluy uud the soio nsk upou his
own suouiuers," was the auawcr. "iio
knows that it has been a rule of tho
syndicate tuat every new couucillor
shall quulily far tiie houor and com-
nut bUbibbU irrevoeably to the re-
sponsihiiuy aUaadlaf a place ou the
OOuacil oy unucriai.iug the lirst piece
ot rtaky *&*> that is to bc done BftBThis election. lt ia true that Hubbock
Las al ready quahtied by undertaningtho task of securiag tho bag eoutain-
lng the BBOaag vwnck uas losscd out
ol' the wiiiciow the other day. ile
hoi co and 1 bope that the fact tli.it baaeoofiaaliahad ihe ditiieuii aatarpriaaaud eoanrayad and delivarad tha cash
saiel\ and ltitact into the hands of the
couunl baa BBtlBtVad tho councillor who
at our last meeimg raised the quos-tion of liubbock's honesty, I bog par-don, houor. Lut be io anxious still
further to prove his BBB) by strikingwhat I am bouud to conless seems to
me a peculiarly danng and doadly blow
at royalty and at the arisiocracy. \\ e
who BBtlBtitatB this ooaaoll are paid
to wae,e a war Bfjaiaat the upper classes
and the capuaiists, aud il Hubbock
succeeds, 1 think it will go far to sat¬
isfy our eUenta and aubaorlbarfl that
we are jziving tnein someihing lor
their Baoaaj
"Yes! yes!" interposed Councillor

Number Six rather tesiily, being an-
nojed, perhaps, at the relerence which
had been made to blaa. "lt .seems to
me there's too much jaw about these
meetings. You don t need to explain
all these things to us over and over
again as if we were a pack of school-
boys. Kver aiBoa we losi our old chief,
>ou juinp at auy ehance of lecturing
us, same as some old women do who
want to hear their own voiees. Wo
all know that to blow up the prince of
Wales and the other arisioeratic per-
isher, Lord Cra'nihorpe, along with
him will set business ruoving in tha)
subscriptiou line aud we don't want
to be told it all over ayain at every
council meeting. The show ain't a
prayer-meeung. The p^int ia, can tho
things be done' ir so, how?"
Number Two took the interruption

in better part thaa I had expected.
"Very well, ui> friend," he said,

good-hunioredly, -1 uou t want to in-
flict too many deiailo ut;oa you. Im
sure. Only as we all share the re-
sponsibility as weil aa the proiits, it
seemed oniy riyht to uie that council-
lors shall be fully acquainted with
what was beiag done iu iheir name.
When ycu know belorehand how the
thing is io be done, you will be ablti
to judge the beuer whether Hubbock
lias uequitted himself capably and is
deserving oi further confidenca aud
trust. Im very sorry ir' l have ovor-
burdencd you witn detail. Shall I
spare you all the detaila of Hubbock's

geTieme? Iu thal case ara naa mereTy
empower him to aet and let the de-tails niaho themselves kuovwi by re-BUltS."

1 did not at all approve ihe turn that
things had taken. lt was only becauseI bad been apprised beiorehand ol the
conspiraiors' line ol aetloa that I had
on more than one nccnstna been suc-
cessfui in trustrating their projects.
But if se<:recy were maintained in re¬
gard to their proposed operaiions, the
game would be up as far 1 was eon¬
cemed, for unless 1 knew -..at move
they were about to make, I should not
know how to go to work to checkmate
them.
"The chief'8 quite right in insistlng

upon everything being above board."
I said, boldly. "We don't want any
hole-and-corner business in a coucera
like this. We are all like so many
mountaineers roped together on a
mountain. If one of us makes a slip
and the others aren't prepared to set
their feet hard and meet the jerk when
it comes, the chances are that the iot
of us get pulled over the preciplce.
And mind you, friends, a rope round
your body on a mountain is one thing,
and a rope round your neck on a scaf-
fold is another. I've sampled one, but
I don't want to sample the other. So
I think the chief is right in taking us
into his confidence as he has done.
We all hang by the one rope, so what
I say is, 'Let us know where we're go¬
ing." Besides, in a concern like this,
which claims before all things to be
democratic, we don't want any one-
man show. Here are we working to
overtbrow the autocrat or aristocrat
wherever you find him. and you pro-
pose sctting up one man who is to be
our pope and lead us all blind'olded by
the nose."
"Give us your hand, Number Seven,**

said Number Six. slapping me famillar-
ly on the shoulder. "Its a good job
you ain't a parson. for if I heard you
preach a few times, I believe you'd
convert me, and I'm damned if I could
stand that. I'd no idea we'd got such
an orator among us. Anyhow, he's
convinced me; so go ahead, chief, and
let's have the details ln full."
Good humor being thus restored,

Number Two continued his explana-
Uon.
"The thing ls to be done In this

way," he said. "Hubbock was once
chef at the Ishmael club, and is still
friendly with the steward and the other
walters. From one of them he haa
heard a little secret which is supposed
to be known only to the secretary of
the club and the committee. The Ish-
maelltes are very fond of having what
I may call unrehearsed effects at the
house-dinner evenings, and the mem¬
ber who is in the chair often sprlngs
a surprise upon the company by pro-
viding some unexpected feature for
their entertainment The secretary.
a whlmslcal fellow.has hit upon an
idea which he purposes to carry out
on the occasion of the ju-ince's visit.
'Good fellowship' being d>sine qua non
for election to the Ishmael, the prlnce
of Wales, who is, as every one knows,
the best. of good fellows in the social
sense. is naturally a prime favorite
there. As you all know, the prlnce is
only now recovering from a serious 111
ness, and as his presence at the Ish¬
mael will be his first pablii a, .rauoe
alter his convak.scciuv. Uie i.*iUia.el-
iles iuteuu to give him an ovauun.
The anaaca oi tne aiaalni will be, The
heaku ol our guest his royal high-
ness tho prince ot Wales.' Well, ihe
secretary has &ent the tcn-uiinute
timckeeper to BwlUatiaad to have the
ordinary gong replaced by a musical
box which Baall play God Ble.^s the
Prince ol Wales.' i ne chaiiman, in
proposiug the priuce's health, will pur-
posely outsiay his ten minuies. The
gong will BttTka, but instcad ol mere-
ly sounding teu warnn,_, notcs on the
bell it will lead Qfl with God Bless the
Prince ol Wales.' As soon as the mem¬
bers 'tunible' to it (lor tbe aflair is to
be kept secret from all but two or

three). tbe chairman will spring to his
feel and take up the air, which will
be siiug. all siamling, and emling up
with Mhree times three.' That's just
the kind of thing to catch on with the
lsbuiaeliles, and 1 shouldn't be sur-

prised it il proved an linniense sueoess
and plensed Ihepi mce into tbe bargain.

"Well. Hubbock has conirlved--ln
virtue of his old counection with Ihe
club -to get engaged as an assistant
chef for the occasion, and he also ma:i-

aged to gei a peep at the address on
the box laat COntBlaad the gong, when
it was sent afl u» SwiUerland to have
the inside merhanism taken out and
replaced by :i musical box. The ad¬
dress was thal ol a well-known instru-
bbBBI maker iu Geueva to whom Hub¬
bock has since paid a visit Need I
tell yon why? lt was to get a dupli-
cate goiiK made -a duplicate, that is to
say. so far as the ouside is concerned.
Bul it ksn't a duplicale inside, for in-
stead or the musical box, Hubbock ia
gettiug an infeinal macbine made from
B newly discovered explosive. lt is an
explosive so deai h-dealing and terrible
thal even tht: small quaiitity that can
be packed away inside the gong will
ba suH'niein to klll every one in its
immediata vicinity. and. in fact, it is
more than piobable ibat it will kill
every one in tlie room. Anyhow, the
BaBllaaBB, oui ol.i enemy Lord Cran-
thorpe. and the prince, who as the
guest of the eveuing will sit on his
right, will be as good as dead men.
The joke of it is lhat it will be Lord
Cranthorp* himself. who. hy winding
up the gong according lo ihe regtila-
fiou* ot ihe cbib when Iie gets upon
his legs. will wiib his own hand put
into motion ihe macluncry which will
give him an.i lns guest, the prince,
as well hs a RQOal many of the mem¬

bers, a hare Um nninties more of life.
The secieiar* is no doubt chuckling to
himselt Ut Ihink ol tbe stir lhat his
BBIB iugeiiiiiiy ln prepanng so pretty
a little surpiise is likely to make. 1
think thai thf sorprise which we are

prepariiiK loi Bta ioyal highness, as
well as loi |le imdsliip and the other
members ol tbaj club. ls likely to make
a blgger slli Thal. however. we can
discuss wiieu lb* ihiug's fait accompli.
I'm get t ing shy of nawaling my chiek-
ens before they're li.uched. since that
mlserable jululee BBaao. All tbe same,
I think Hiihboek a idea for adding to
the eveuing a entertalnnranf is very
curious, and as h«? is willing and, In
fact, anxious i>> nadertahe the busi-

Jness, I think. th.il be should be al-
lowed to anaaloai bla Bcaeme us under

our 'distinKui.sii.il patioua^e as the
placards put it. aml to have our best
wishe8 for hit, aaaaaaa Anyhow,
there's his propramme. and as dlscua-
Bion is freely invu.d. | aaaa any of
you who have au> thing t<> say will
speak up."

"It's a very etaver lml,> arrange-
meut," said Comuillor NaflBbar Six,
"and what I says is. her.-'s my re-
spects and best wishes to Mr Hub¬
bock, hoping a*> hell go ahcad and
seoop the trick. What do my other
two honorable colleagues s;n

"We say 'ditto.' too." i apaa
speaking for myself and loi the si-
lent councillor." ta BOB tbe name by
which I had dabbad the maialnlmmember. "But tf Mr. Hubboeb and
the chief will pardon BM f«N saying
ao, there's a diiliculty abead which-it
won't do to overlook."
"What's thai.'' asked Naaaber Two
"This. Isu't it very likely after

Hubbock has changed tha g<>tu;s, that
some BBaflabar of the axeeatlve ol the
Ishmael will want to tesl the ine.han-
ism, if only to aaa thal it is la work¬
ing order? la tbai eaaa tha bbvIobIvb
would be a bit previous. We have no
quarrel, l take lt, with the meit.beis
of the isiim.ifi ciub as Ishmaelitea.
In fact, l'm not sure that the mem¬
bers of this eoaaell are oot axeeptkm-
ally qualitie.1 for Btemberahia of a
club So-called. and. tndeed. it OCCatred
to me while the ebiaf was BDeakiOg,
that the Isbaaael club would ba a very
aaitabla name for ihe particular frm-
ternity of whieh we who n.> pi
in this room have the honor ot beiBfl
members."

"Yoti are quite right, my frU od."
said Number Two. with a laugh.
"Hubbock and i Both roeogataad tbai
fhal would ba a Uekllab putnt. But
Hahbock'a fcaaa is not io uhaoge tha
gOBaja utiiii tlM last monieut sfhao
tbe ini.ie is md re
dlaner T
and .. |
well known n, thal -i- luiit-tpatea
no diffirnlty in B iding some eai um Io
effect the ebaag* tblak \\< atai ba
content to l»-a,e :i Io bia Batsda. «taea
he is arlllinaj Ui uadertaka aii rospoa-
6ibllit\.
No one damurriaa to this. Nambet

Two announcetl thal the next meeting
of the council would he h«id ln tho
same place, an«l at four o*eJoet la tba
afternoon of tbfi day following the pro-
posed outra^-e at the Ishmael chih.

"I hope on thal ocension." he said.
genially. "that are aball be in a paal
tion to offer Ooaacillor Mabboek om
heartfelt (onpraiul.-itions at havim-
succeeded in biowtaaj hla royal hi^h-
ness. the prin ?. <.|' Wataa, aad the
Right Hoaorabie Lord Craathorpa, M.
P., to bfazes."
With which baraane scn;imcnt th«

meeting broke up.
CHAl'TEK XXI.

THK FBINCfl uy WAI.KS AT TIIE
laHBfaJL Cbli;.

It was the night of the Ishmael club
dinner to Ihe prince of WaJaB, aad
thoi.gh the rule oy arhich BMaabaifl are
icimiuui to latrodaaa Bjaaaaa had oa
this occasion been stispemled. tha BBBB-
bar ot tabaBaalttaa la that* aaadaaaaa
liophy-himg diaiag room was so ^n ,it
that even a diuctor of tha London,
lhatham & Dover Railroad »'(), I'.niy
tvould bava ai Knowlciip-d that loi once
in his life he bad met with a iBBolaa
ose of OTBfcroadaBaTi So aaaaocratta
a gatiienni;- Botadtbataadlafl tha fact
that tbe fulnre king of England an 1
cniperor ot ludia sat in tho mid.-t
is not oft.n to he seen. At the Ish¬
mael. brains and "good fellowship"
are eonnted greater rij:hicousness than
"coin" or a coronet. Within its walls
nll men are equnl. To | £r>od feliow.
the riplit hand of fellowship is readily
extended. Tho "stlck" will lad him-
Folf as readily cold-shouldercd. and
tbe assiimer or "side" may think him-
Frlf lucky if he be allowed to depart
aabaltfai To seo the Ishmaelito*
"trail" a snffeicr from "swelled bead"
is to undergn Inoculation against that
fell maladv. The BBtbCsT who has sud¬
denly found B pnhlic and as suddenly
lost himself. or the moneyed nnboby.
who has a«ado a BaOOBBBfal bad for |
baroaetBfca by piacing his thooaaada
at the dtspoaal of his polifiYal party.
would do well to nir his new honora
tharahaiB than at the Ishmael. When
such a man ls known to be in the
house. the word poes round, and to
him these tnisting children of na-
tnre ronie to he instructed in the se-
cret Of his grcntness. They sit at his
feet and drink in his words of wisdom
as if hoping tlu reby one day to follow
.be lt ever so humbly.In his foot-
stepa. They Bsh liira artless questions
nbout himself. and when he conde-
¦cends to gratify their very natural
desire to be informed upon so inter-
estlng a Babjeet, they tell each other
audibly what a grcnt man he is, or sit
listening with uneonce.aled wonder and
admiration in their eyes. They beg
to be allowed to present to him this
or that friend or member who will es-
teeni it a privilcge to know so distin-
guished a person. and when their vic-
tim is most swollen.like a human
wind-bng. with gratified vanlty and a

PROPOSINO THK TR1NCKS KEAL.TH.

sense of his own importance, they un-
ostentatiously produce the necessary
pin, and what is left of him when they
have aone with him is scarcely
worth the trouble of sweeping up, not
to say of interment
"With the IshiDaelitea the helr arj-

parem aad alaraya baaa a prlaae ia\or-
Ite. Whateawc th«ir f;:uits may ba*they are al 1" .*? not flunkeys. and hfav
popularlty with ih<>m is in no sense at>
tributable to his exaltad piaallBB. bot
to their regard foi him as a man. |f
there is one man in all England who
may be pardoned for allowlng a flat-
terer to get the blind side of him, atIf surely he whose every wish oa
wbim lt is the business of those abou%
him to humor. Yet if there is ont
man in England who ls absolutely la*
accessible to flattery. it is the genlal*
generous. but 1 een-eyed prlnce. Thia
the lahmaalltea know well. and theaj
love him for it, just as they hail htaa
prince of good liillliBB. and the beat
nd most BOBCBl hater of sharu BBBa

hnnibug in tlie country.
Baaea the dinner which was beina>

gi\en in his honor was the most brlK
iiant and at the same time the heart-
iest fnmtion that tbe club house haa
ever witaeaeed Biadna, piuck and
good-fellowsbip.these are what tha
lahniaetttea most deiight to honors
but being a British club. they pufc
bravery before c\en brains. and at tbe
high table that niuht sat wearers of
Iha Vi.toiia croae, Iratdcra of forioraV
hopes, admirals who had BBved life aa>
areU as t'ought taa enemy at sea, ex*
piorers. travelera and soldiers what
with a handful of men had held aa
impossible position or not h«-sitated tQf
Daoa a tarlea oatnnmberiaaj »OP-

Bverythtaaj had none without %
hifeh. and there was no denying taaaathe (nm «ion was i magnifleaat succesa*'
Tlie prtaea, Btlll p-i|P from his recenh
Ultiess. was. jt was S"e. bothi

¦<i and gratifled by the genuinely/;
eathnalaattc nnd affecttoaate grcrtina;
which had been ac loraad to him; aml
aevec had be io< ,1 aaore thoroughia
Bl home than whea hobnobbing with
the Ishmaelltea.

'*<"'' ¦' Shed, and tbe per-
mhaitoa Brott-er Inhirarilltoa. yoa

,;!"
'

¦.. forth aneV
been received « ...-v yeiL*
the ehnirm-.n roae |a j,,, pJaea te>
."hIp Ihe Bpeech nf the evening. by|propoalns T'-'- prince'a bealta. Aa-'
other vel! ereeti I >h«- piacing of tha
ten-miante bell b fore him. and yafc
another tb . Ing of tho mnchinera.la motion Thei >an hhi spoecb,
rTothlnt of tl o beear
kappfer, fo ralae nota
'hjronghout He clalmed t< r ahe princa
ouiy uaai lhustnous BanonaaB'a due;
uua yel ue raferred so Bympathetkalay'
to bla lllnaaa and paid so graccuil a>
!i '«> bis aaalltlea aa a man, .]

thal th«t
:; ar.J

The anu e ai
* m i

rantt aveeun bc-
come a member ol ehib aad a
Brother IshBBBBltta, bronght ibo en-;
ih'..siasm to tbe culminating point; buL
Iha areJeome words aad anareelj passed!
tlie (bairnians Up ihe first!
Btmke of the I n-mlnute Bcenj waa;
beard. aml ni Ihe aound he h< id up tha
rustomary alli 11< ll hand BBd dropped
baeb lato i-
The rule oi i; ,iib is tjiat whea]the BBBf Btrikea, ' r. who-'

ever he may b t OBCl re-iimes haa
BBat, aad .: i , aaa un¬
til the ten bo iBded, when
Baambera ar ij to give rxpres-
BtOB M tht Ir | piivilege of
which they avail them Ivea by yell-
ing. howlii | aa I hurllnf r\ thcts. nnd
even match-boa anda, or any-
thlng e!se Whteh may ba handy af the
offender who haa iraaaaTeaaad dr
time-boiioicd tam-mlnntea mie.
Bbbob whea Lord Crantborpa

reiapead lato lns seat then anai
¦ BBddeB bOBb Vhlle the membora
waited dutlfull) for the ten strokea
to sound. Hall a doxen aaeoodfl had
not throbbed away before tha fahmaaa
ites became BB*arc thal sonietl ing
out of the ordinary bai arbel they
did not kae bappenlng. Tavara
was a fluiter r\| represse«l ex'itement.
Then some OBB called out **Haab!M and
tha BtfBBOt 1 ime electric. What was
that BprlBkUnjcof btrd-aoBf maale that
pereolatad the amoke-hung ataaoa><
phere a.s if fairy hands were llin-.-ing'
the largest of iiny wafar-llke silver
coins for all to gatlier0 "llush!" soma
one said iinpaiiently BBBlB Kxpecta-
lion BtOOd on tit)toe, as everj car waa
Btralaad and avar*| face became alert
and expeciani.
Note by BOta the thin thread of mn¬

sic rlpplad out. lt was recognized.
and a tremendous eheaff set rattlinaj
the trophies on the wall as the chair¬
man rose and with a wave of his hand
above his head took up ths strala.
In another seeond every man was on
his feet. aud "God Bless the Prince of
Wales-' was being sung as it had never
been sung before.

"With hoart and voice awaken
Those minstri-1 smiins of yore,

Till Brituin's aaaaa and plory
Ki'soiinil inmi sliorc to shora.

Praaa an our anciaai muuntuma, t
And tiiitn our lovcly vaUs,

O! let taa pn \.r ri-nho.S
God bu ^s taa prtaca af Waaaaf"

The secretary's little unrehe.-uaea\f
effect was a huge BBBBBa8. l'erhai)d tha
prince's illness had laat him aomewhaajl
weak and shaky, for as the hymn ooa*
cluded with tha most deafening "Threo"
times three," and yet again "Threa
times three," that ever left humaa
ears buzzing and human hearts thurap-
ing, the kindly eyaa of that right royat
prince of good tellows were suspicioua-'
ly bright, and ahen in a few manby
words he ihan! < d his brother Isk.
maelites" for the greeting that baal
been acrorded to him, there was juaa
the chost oi a tremble in the voioa
lha« 18 aaaerallv sf> lirm and strong. ]..i.aa...**~.aaaal-^aa>

(TO BB conti rjran.)

Too R'akr.
Briggs.I don't know whether

play golf, Sunday, or go to church.
Griggs.Why not be guided by y

conscience?
Briggs.But I don't dare run the a

.Brooklyn Life.

Same Material.
Mrs. Joggins.My! They make

wheels out of papert The idea! Pi
car wheels!
Joggins.That's nothing. They

stationary engines, too..Browningav
lle Repeata,

She.Vou only married me for a
money.
He.Serves me right for tryinf

buck up against one of those get
quick games..Judce.

al
{


